INDIAN BLIND SPORTS ASSOCIATION

Annual Report for the year 2011-12

The year under report proved momentous for the Association in a number of ways. It marked the completion of 25 years of the Association’s establishment and was, thus, its silver jubilee year.  It also witnessed the participation of our teams in leading international sports events with several creditable achievements.  It also signified the Association’s strengthened efforts to prepare our athletes for qualification and selection for the Paralympics games scheduled in London in 2012.  Details of the Association’s activities in chronological order are presented in the succeeding paragraphs.

4th IBSA World Championships and Games, Antalya, Turkey – 1 - 10 April 2011

The Association has been sending its teams to the World Championships and Games organised by the International Blind Sports Federation ever since 1998.  This time, it was the turn of the fourth such championships which were scheduled in Antalya, Turkey from April 1-10, 2011. Thus on receiving invitation from the International Federation and the Turkish Blind Sports Federation for participation in the meet, the Association forwarded entries to the organisers. Also, the Association’s proposal for the team’s participation was forwarded to the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Government of India by the Paralympics Committee of India.  The Ministry approved the proposal sanctioning Participation Fee of Euros 1000 in respect of sports persons, guide runners, coach and female escort along with Capitation Fee of euro 25 for the sports persons.  This kind gesture on the part of the Ministry was a great help as well as a morale-booster, since it signified government support for the team’s participation.

A 18-member team comprising 10 blind sportspersons (including 2 female), 2 Guide Runners, 2 Escorts, 1 Coach, 1 Assistant Coach and 2 Officials participated in the 4th IBSA World Championships and Games.  
The composition of the team is as follows:

Sportspersons:

1. Mr. Shavaad J.M. (B1)  


- 400 m, 800m

2. Mr.Babu Khan(B1)



- 100 m, 200m

3. Mr.Rishi Kant Sharma (B3)


- Javelin, Shotput

4. Mr. Amar Singh Nishad(B2)


- 1500m, 5000m, 10000m

5. Mr.Ram Karan Singh(B3)


- 800m, 5000m, 10000m

6. Mr.Avnil Kumar(B3)



- 100m, 200m, Long Jump

7. Ms. Manisha Deoram Kadukar(B-2)

- 100m, 200m, Long Jump

8. Mr. Triptpal Singh



- Powerlifting

9. Ms. Kanchanmala Dnyaneshwar Pande(B-1)- Swimming

10. Mr. Md. Khalid




- Chess

11. Chief Coach: Dr. Satyapal Singh





Support Staff:

      12.  Mr.Anshul Sharma 


- Guide/Runner

      13.  Mr. Parveen Kumar
 

- Guide/Runner

      14.  Mr.C.P. Mohanan


- Escort

      15.  Ms. Jaimala Pande


- Female Escort


      Officials: 

      16.  Mr.Kailash Chandra Pande

- Chéf  ďe  Mission 

      17.  Mr. Padam Chand Mehta          
- Manager  

Originally the team consisted of only 17 members.  However 18th member, Mr.  Banwari Lal Bhardwaj was included in the contingent at the last moment as we were given to understand by the organizers that the swimming event will be held at Analya, around 250 kms away from Antalya and an official along with a female escort was required to be sent for swimming events as the only swimmer from India happened to be female – Ms.  Kanchanmala Pande.  The participation fee of 1000 Euros in respect of 18th member was paid on 01.04.2011 on reaching Antalya.

Participation Fee: Participation Fee of Euro 1025 per sportsperson (including Capitation Fee of Euro 25) and Euro 1000 per staff was paid, as per the championship rules, to the organisers, which covered board and lodging for the period from 1st to 10th April 2011.

Pre-departure Coaching Camp: To prepare the sportspersons and fine tune their skills for the Turkey Meet, a pre-departure coaching camp was held in Thyagraj Stadium, New Delhi from 25 February to 30th March 2011.  Nine sportspersons participated in the camp.  The lone swimmer Ms.  Kanchanmala Pande underwent training at her native place Amravati, as the All Weather Swimming Pool was not available in Delhi.  This period was also utilized for completing the logistical arrangements for travel etc.  The concerned sportspersons were provided special diet in accordance with the advice of the Chief Coach.

Dope Test: The ten-member team also appeared for random dope test at WADA, SAI Doping Control Station, Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium.  Four athletes were picked up randomly and underwent dope test.

Kit: Indian Blind Sports Association provided to the 18 members of the team the following kit:

1. Trousers, Shirt and Cap
- one set each
2. Track Suit 
 

- one set each
3. T Shirt  


- one each
4. Track Shoes 


- one pair each
5. Spikes 


- one pair  (only for athletes and runner guides)

6. Athletes Kit (upper & lower) 
- two sets (only for athletes and runner guides)

7. Suite Case 
 

- one each
8. Travelling Bag 

- one each
9. Socks 



- 2 pairs per team member

Visa: Visa for Turkey for the 18 member team was arranged by the Indian Blind Sports Association from the Embassy of Turkey in India.  The organizers had also sent a copy of the invitation letter to the Turkish Embassy.  The Embassy was kind enough to provide gratis visa to all the team members.

Air Ticket and Personal Insurance: To avert any last minute problem of securing seats on flight to Antalya, Indian Blind Sports Association had booked seats on Turkish Airways flights well in advance through its travel agents M/s. Dolphin Travels Pvt. Ltd.

Flight Schedule:

1st April   
Delhi – Istanbul     (0445 - 0910) TK - 717

Istanbul – Antalya (1130 - 1245) TK - 2414

10th April
Antalya – Istanbul (1330 - 1450) TK - 2415



Istanbul – Delhi     (1845 - 0310) TK – 716

Arrival in Antalya (Goynuk): The team arrived in Antalya as scheduled in the afternoon of 1st April 2011.  Being spring time, the weather was quite pleasant, though it rained during the first 4 days.

Daily Pocket Allowance: On arrival, the Indian Blind Sports Association gave to the team members a daily pocket allowance of Euro 10 per day per member for 10 days from 01st April to 10th April 2011.

Board & Lodging: The Indian Team was lodged at Hotel Queen Elizabeth, Goynuk, 42 Km.  from Antalya.  Excepting chess venues, all other events were far off from the Hotel i.e.  Athletics at Antalya at a distance of 42 Kms, Powerlifting at Kemer at a distance of 25 Kms and Swimming at Analya at a distance of more than 250 kms from the Hotel.  Of course the arrangements for stay of the swimmer, her escort and an official were made at Analya itself.  The said 3 members left for Analya on the evening of 2nd April 2011. 2 members each were lodged in one air-conditioned room.  Buffet breakfast, lunch and dinner were arranged in the Hotel itself.  The quality and variety of food was good.  The needs of the vegetarians members were also well looked after.

Transport: Transport to competition and training venues were provided according to the schedule fixed for each day.

The 4th World Championships and Games

On 2nd morning/evening Vision Classification was carried out.  After thorough examination and tests the classification of the following two athletes was changed as mentioned below:
Rishikant Sharma from B3 to B1 & Avnil Kumar from B2 to B3 
 Also, a detailed orientation of facilities, procedures and formalities regarding the competitions was given to the team officials.

On 3rd April afternoon the athletic teams were taken to the stadium to see the training facilities.

Opening Ceremony & International Participation: The Opening Ceremony of the 4th IBSA World Championships and Games was held in the evening of Sunday, 3rd April at Antalya.  With 61 countries and over 1500 participants (with over 940 athletes) the 4th IBSA World Championships and Games was the largest sports event for the blind ever held.  The Meet covered such events as athletics, Judo, Swimming, Goalball, Football and Powerlifting.

Indian Participation: The Indian team’s participation was confined to athletics, Chess, Powerlifting and Swimming.  It was a very valuable experience as 4 of the 7 athletes participating in track and field events, won five medals giving us a ratio of around 56% in terms of the number of athletes and the medals won.  This was a very satisfying achievement in a high profile competitive international event for the blind of this nature.  This was the first time that our team had won medals at IBSA’s World Games and Championships.  The young powerlifter of the team created new Junior World Records in Squat and Dead lift.

Full results our team’s performances including the achievements of the medal winners are presented below:

	S. N.
	Name of the Athlete
	Gender
	Category
	Events Entered
	Final Rank
	Performance
	Medal

	1
	JEDIKERE MOHAMMED SHAVAAD
	MALE
	B-1
	400M
	4th
	1:00.00sec.
	

	
	
	
	
	800M
	3rd
	2:19.31sec.
	Bronze

	2
	BABU KHAN
	MALE
	B-1
	100M
	NO
	NO
	

	
	
	
	
	200M
	NO
	NO
	

	3
	AMAR SINGH NISHAD
	MALE
	B-2
	1500M
	NO
	NO
	

	
	
	
	
	5000M
	5th
	16:22.73sec.
	

	
	
	
	
	10000M
	6th
	36:40.94sec.
	

	4
	RAMKARAN SINGH
	MALE
	B-3
	800M
	6th
	2:10.35sec.
	

	
	
	
	
	5000M
	3rd
	16:40.68sec.
	Bronze

	
	
	
	
	10000M
	3rd
	35:13.26sec.
	Bronze

	5
	AVNIL KUMAR
	MALE
	B-3
	200M
	8th
	25.63sec.
	

	
	
	
	
	Long Jump
	6th
	5.46mts.
	

	6
	RISHI KANT SHARMA
	MALE
	B-1
	Javelin Throw
	2nd
	43.86mts.
	Silver

	
	
	
	
	Shot Put
	5th
	8.40mts.
	

	7
	MANISHA DEORAM KADUKAR
	FEMALE
	B-2
	100M
	4th
	14.54sec.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Long Jump
	3rd
	3.70mts.
	Bronze


	POWERLIFTING COMPETITION

S. N.

Name of the Athlete

Gender

Category

Event in Entry 

Performance

1

TRIPTPAL SINGH

MALE

B-3

(125 KG)

Powerlifting

Total lift-655 kg.

Jr. world Record in Squat (250 Kg)

Jr. World Record in Deadlift (255 kg)

SWIMMING COMPETITION

S. N.

Name of the Athlete

Gender

Category

Events entered 

Performance

1

Kanchanmala Dnyaneshwar Pande

Female

B-1

100M Back stroke

1:44.90 Sec. (3rd position with no medal)

100M Free Style

1:30.97 Sec. (4th position)

50M Free style

40.88 Sec. (4th position)

CHESS COMPETITION

S. N.

Name of the Athlete

Gender

Category

Performance

1

Mohammad Khalid

MALE

B-1

Total score in 7 rounds – 2.5 (31st position) 




IBSA World Youth and Students Championships and Games, Colorado Springs, USA 12-17 July 2011.
The performance of our team at the Antalya Championships was, indeed most heartwarming.  Similarly, our team had also performed very creditably in the 2009 edition of the World Youth and Students Championships and Games in Colorado Springs.
Accordingly, it was decided that Indian Blind Sports Association should also participate in the 2011 edition of IBSA World Youth and Students Championships hosted by United States Association of Blind Athletes (USABA) in Colorado Springs, USA on the aforesaid dates.

34 athletes under the age of 19 years were shortlisted on the basis of their performance in the 17th National Sports Meet for the Blind held in Panchkula, Haryana in December 2010.  The 19 parent institutions of the shortlisted athletes were invited to sponsor their athletes to the World Youth Championships.  The sponsoring institutions were requested to bear the participation fee (US $ 540) together with air fare and visa fee totalling over Rs. 1.14 lakh per athlete.  In response, 9 institutions conveyed their intention to sponsor 14 athletes.  There were dropouts in the meanwhile, and finally six institutions from Delhi, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Punjab and Uttarakhand sponsored 9 athletes and one escort.

There being three athletes in B-1 (totally blind) category, two of them track athletes, the team needed at least two guide runners.  Though not the best option, yet due to financial constraint, Indian Blind Sports Association had to request USABA, the organizers, to provide guide runners for them.

The Team

Athletes 

1.  Mr. Sujit Munda     



(St Michael School, Ranchi, Jharkhand)

2.  Ms. Namita Kumari 

                 

- do - 

3.  Mr. Avnil Kumar 



(NIVH, Model School, Dehradun, Uttarakhand)

4.  Mr. Sanjay Kumar



    
  
- do - 

5.  Mr. Jedikere Mohammed Ali Shavaad 
(Ashakiran School, Chikamanglur, Karnataka)

6.  Ms. Harmanpreet Kaur Chahal  
(Punjab Sports Association for the Blind, Ludhiana)

7.  Mr. Virender Kumar Kushvaha 

(Govt. Sr. Sec. School for Blind boys, Delhi)

8. Mr. Ankur Dhama 



(JPM Sr. Sec School for the blind, New Delhi)

9. Mr. Yogesh Kumar   
 
    


- do -

Officials/Support:

1. Dr. Satyapal Singh   (Coach)

2. Mr. A. David (Assistant Coach)

3. Mr.Gurpreet Singh (Escort)  

4. Mr.K.C.Pande (Head of the Delegation)

Pre-Departure Coaching Camp: To fine-tune and prepare the athletes to give their best in the ensuing World Championship and also to facilitate pre-departure logistical arrangements like obtaining visa, giving orientation, providing athletics kits and other gear, the athletes were called to report in New Delhi on 15 June 2011 for a month-long pre-departure coaching camp.  The Coaching camp was organized with the support of the Blind Relief Association, which not only provided its board and lodging facilities for the athletes but also shared its transport, manpower and other facilities.  The ground training was conducted at Thyagaraja Stadium and the Central Secretariat Sports Grounds in Chanakyapuri.  Since the authorities were not prepared to waive the booking charges for Thyagaraja Stadium the required payment of Rs.15,000 as booking charges and the security of Rs.1000 was made to the concerned organisation, viz., Department of Education, Government of NCT of Delhi.  The Camp was conducted under the able guidance of Dr. Satyapal Singh.  Mr. B.L. Bhardwaj, Hony.  Jt.  Secretary (IBSA) also worked with athletes regularly during morning and evening training sessions while Mr.  A.  David, lent support in the training programme.  The coaching camp lasted till 10 July, just the day before the departure of the team for USA.

Logistics: The Association looked after various documentation and related support arrangements for the team’s participation.  Thus, it forwarded the required entries of the team at different stages as per the requirements of the organisers.  It also obtained favourable round trip air ticket fares from one of the travel agencies, M/s. Dolphin Travels, New Delhi, who allowed some discount on fares as also made available gratis the required travel insurance policy for all the team members.  The Association, in addition also worked continuously for completing the required documentation and obtaining the requisite visa from the US Embassy.

Kit: Indian Blind Sports Association equipped the team members with full kit comprising a suitcase, a back pack, one set of track suit, trousers, Shirt, T-Shirt, track shoes.  The athletes were in addition given a pair of spikes, two sets of athletic kit (upper and lower).

Pocket Allowance: All members of the team were given a pocket allowance of US$ 60 each (at $10 per day) by Indian Blind Sports Association.

Flight Schedule:

12 July   
Delhi – Chicago by  AI-127 (0145 – 0710) 

12 July

Chicago- Colorado Springs by UA-6209 (0945 - 1116)

17 July 
Colorado Springs – Chicago by UA-5636 (0730- 1054)

18 (19) July 
Chicago – Delhi by AI-126 (1445 – 1625 (19.08))

Board and Lodging in Colorado Springs: On arrival at Colorado Springs airport the team was received by the volunteers of USABA and transported by the Olympic Training Centre’s bus to The Colorado College, where the games village was located.  The hostel rooms were twin sharing, equipped with basic furniture and a fridge for the occupants.  The WC and bath facilities were common.  For breakfast, lunch and dinner arrangements were made at Bemis Hall, a beautiful heritage building which could be reached on foot from Mathias Hall in 7 minutes.  The quality and variety of food and beverage was excellent.  The needs of vegetarians were also well taken care of.  For track practice the College’s beautiful Washburn Field was available to the athletes.

Sight Classification: The sight classification for the Indian team was scheduled on the arrival day, i.e.  12 July.  Barring those athletes who had already been classified at the time of 4th IBSA World Championships and Games in Antalya, Turkey in April 2011, all other athletes were required to undergo sight classification.  After thorough examination and tests the classification of the following three athletes was changed as mentioned below:

Sanjay Kumar -- from B-3 changed to B-2, Namita Kumari -- from B-2 to B-3  & Yogesh Kumar -- from B-2 to B-3.
Opening Ceremony and International Participation: The Opening Ceremony of the IBSA World Youth and Students Championships was held on 14 July in the Armstrong Auditorium.  The Indian flag was carried by Jedikere M.A.  Shavaad from Karnataka.  The flags were ceremonially received by the organizers and planted atop the stage in a semicircle.  Mark A Lucas, President, USABA, on behalf of the organizers welcomed the athletes.  The Mayor of Colorado Springs Steve Bach formally declared the Championships open.

Over 200 young athletes from 19 countries participated in athletics, Judo and Goalball competitive events.  The competitors were divided by age in two divisions -- Junior Division (under 14 years) and Intermediate Division (14 to 19 years).
Indian Participation: Indian participation was confined to athletics, that too under Intermediate Division (14 -- 19 years). The athletes performed most creditably, winning 5 gold, 5 silver and 7 bronze medals.  The following charts give an overview of performance of the Indian athletes in the Championships: 

	S. N.
	Name of the Athlete
	Category/
Gender
	Events
	Performance
	Medal

	1
	Sujit Munda
	B-1 / Boys
	Shot Put (5kg)
	7.57 Mtr.
	Gold

	
	
	
	Javelin Throw
	25.54 Mtr.
	Gold

	2
	Mohammed  Shavaad, Jedikere 
	B-1 / Boys
	400M
	1:04.06 Sec.
	Gold

	
	
	
	800M
	2:20.93 Sec.
	Gold

	
	
	
	4X100M Relay
	
	Bronze

	3
	Ankur Dhama
	B-1 / Boys
	800M
	2:21.16 Sec.
	Silver

	
	
	
	1500M
	4:46.05 Sec.
	Gold

	
	
	
	4X100M Relay
	
	Bronze

	4
	Yogesh Kumar
	B-3 / Boys
	400M
	1:00.81 Sec.
	Bronze

	
	
	
	800M
	2:15.80 Sec.
	Bronze

	
	
	
	1500M
	5:14.73 Sec.
	Bronze

	5
	Virender Kumar Kushwah
	B-3 / Boys
	800M
	2:24.19 Sec. 
	Bronze

	
	
	
	1500M
	5:22.18 Sec.
	4th 

	
	
	
	5000M
	22:20.37 Sec
	Silver

	6
	Avnil Kumar
	B-3 / Boys
	100M
	12.32 Sec.
	Bronze

	
	
	
	200M
	25.38 Sec.
	Bronze

	
	
	
	Long Jump
	5.17 Mtr.
	Silver

	
	
	
	4X100M Relay
	
	Bronze

	7
	Sanjay Kumar
	B-2 / Boys
	4X100M Relay
	
	Bronze

	
	
	
	100M
	13.27 Sec.
	7th 

	
	
	
	Long Jump
	4.86 Mtr.
	5th 

	8
	Namita Kumari
	B-3 / Girls
	Long Jump
	3.03 Mtr.
	Bronze

	
	
	
	Javelin Throw
	17.89 Mtr.
	Silver

	9
	Harmanpreet Kaur
	B-3 / Girls
	Shot Put (4kg)
	5.48 Mtr.
	Silver

	
	
	
	100M
	17.49 Sec.
	7th 


Closing Ceremony: The IBSA World Youth and Students Championships 2011 came to a close with a simple ceremony held in the evening of 16 July at the Palmer Hall of the Colorado College.  The teams marched into the hall with their country flags, mingling together in the Hall.  After a short congratulatory and thanks giving speech Mr. Mark Lucas, declared the Championships closed.

Silver Jubilee Celebrations:

Another high point of the Association’s activities during the year was the celebration marking the completion of 25 years of its establishment.  The occasion had special significance not only in the evolution of IBSA, but the development of the whole gamut of blindsports in the country.

IBSA is the oldest blindsports organisation in India and one of the earliest organisations established for promoting sports in the entire disability sector in the country.  Even such apex organisations/bodies as the Paralympic Committee of India (PCI) has come into being much later.

During the last 25 years, IBSA has made several path-breaking contributions for developing and stimulating sports amongst the blind.  These include:

(a) 17 National Sports Meets for the blind; 
(b) A number of Coaching Camps for Sports Instructors and promising blind sports persons from across the country;
(c) Sponsoring talented blind athletes to participate in several World Championships/ International events;
(d) Opening up new vistas of opportunities for the blind to participate in new and challenging sports events.  
It is, in this background that the silver jubilee year of the Association carried more than just symbolic significance.  It was an occasion to celebrate not just the multifarious activities of the Association but also the prowess and talents of a large number of enthusiastic blind sportspersons.

The Association, thus, organised a week-long programme of events to commemorate this important occasion.  About three hundred blind sports persons and their escorts/team managers participated.  Details are given below:

(a) Inauguration:

The programme was inaugurated at a function held on January 4, 2012 (the birth anniversary of Louis Braille) in the Gandhi Memorial Hall, Blind Relief Association, Delhi.  Shri Sultan Ahmad, Union Minister of State for Tourism and President, Paralympic Committee of India, was the Chief Guest and declared the celebrations open.  He showed keen interest in the activities of the Association and assured full support for promoting sports among the visually impaired.  

(b) Sports Events:

A number sports activities which are, usually, not covered in the Association’s National Sports Meets, were organised during the week on the Blind Relief Association grounds.  These included:

(i) National coaching Camp/Clinic for Sports Instructors: 14 sports instructors/ coaches from 9 States attended the week-long Camp. They were provided intensive orientation in different skills and techniques concerning various sports for the blind as also theoretical instructions in aspects like sports psychology, sports medicine, yoga, proper diet, anti-doping guidelines etc.  Several important sports resource persons conducted the camp.  
(ii) National Football Tournament: This was the 7th edition of football tournaments organised by the Association.  12 teams from 7 states took part.  Equal Opportunity Cell, Delhi University, Delhi won the tournament while Voice of World, Kolkata, West Bengal finished as the runner-up.

(iii) Kabaddi Championship:  This was the first national Kabaddi championship for the blind organised by the Association.  It was conducted on the basis of the rules formulated the previous year by Kabaddi experts as well as knowledgeable representatives of leading institutions for the blind.  The Championship had 9 teams representing 8 states.  Indian Association for the Blind, Madurai, Tamil Nadu emerged as winners of the championship and Punjab Sports Association for the Blind, Ludhiana were the loosing finalists.

(iv) Powerlifting.  The event had a total of 19 participants representing 7 states.  It was held in 6 categories.  The winners were:

1. Mr. Kh. Budhinanda, of Govt. Ideal School for the Blind, Manipur in 59 Kg category.
2. Mr. Rajat Nagpal of Sri Jagdamba Andh Vidyalaya, Sri Ganganagar in 66 Kg category.
3. Mr. Kishan Lal Gochar of Netraheen Vikas Sansthan, Jodhpur in 74 Kg category.
4. Mr. Himanshu Chand of National Blindo Youth Association, Delhi in 83 Kg category.
5. Mr. Jagdish Chandra of Chandigarh Chess Association of the Blind, Chandigarh in 93 Kg category.
6. Mr. Triptpal Singh of Punjab Sports Association for the Blind, Ludhiana in 120 Kg category.
C. Awards:

The Association also honoured on this occasion the contributions of various founders, supporters and blind sports persons by suitably recognising their valued support and services. Thus, special IBSA Silver Jubilee Awards were presented to the following at the closing function of the celebrations on January 10, 2012:

(i) Founder Members:   The Association’s Founder Chairperson and 8 other pioneer founders were honoured with special mementos on the occasion.  These included 3 persons awarded posthumously.
(ii) Blind Sports persons:  18 blind sports persons from 6 states were presented medallions for the outstanding achievements in the field of international blind sports competitions. These enthusiastic young persons had won medals at international events organised by the International Blind Sports Federation/International Paralympic Committee (IPC).  In addition, another sportsperson, a weight lifter from Punjab was also honoured for creating two junior world records in Squat and Dead Lift in Power lifting competitions held at the IBSA World Championships & Games in Antalya.
(iii) Outstanding sports coaches:  Three sports coaches were also honoured on the occasion for the services rendered by them in preparing the Association’s teams for participation in different international sports events beginning from 1998.  In addition, a special award was also presented to a highly committed and qualified visually impaired coach and physical education teacher.
(iv) Affiliates winning the highest number of championships as also those participating from long distances in the largest number of the Association’s National Sports Meets. Awards were given away to one affiliate each winning the largest number of Championships in boys/men’s and girls/women’s categories.  Also, five affiliates from Karnataka, Manipur and Tamil Nadu were awarded for taking part consistently in more than ten of the Association’s 17 National Sports Meets  travelling distances exceeding 1500 Kms.  

D. Closing Function:  
The celebrations concluded with a closing function at the Blind Relief Association, Delhi in the afternoon of January 10, 2012.  Justice Dr. A.S. Anand, Former Chief Justice of India and ex-Chairman, National Human Rights Commission presided.  Mr. Gurbachan Singh, the noted athlete was the Chief Guest.  The special feature of the function was the presentation of special awards referred to above and Trophies to the winners of various sports events. 

London Paralympic Games:
It is the Association’s ardent hope and desired that a team of skilled blind sportspersons should have an opportunity to represent the country at the Paralympic games to be held in London in August 2012. For this purpose, the Association established linkages with the Paralympic Committee of India, the Sports Authority of India (SAI) and the Union Ministry for Youth Affairs and Sports.  We are happy to report that our efforts in this regard are receiving recognition.  The Association has been assigned the responsibility of conducting a special Coaching Camp for providing necessary training to blind sportspersons having requisite potential to qualify for the Paralympics.  The Camp has commenced at the Blind Relief Association, Delhi, under aegis of the Association, w.e.f. March 5, 2012.  The Camp has 7 sports persons from the States of Maharashta, Delhi, Uttarakhand & Karnataka and includes one female participant.  They are being provided coaching at the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium under the guidance of Dr. Satyapal Singh.  In addition 3 guide runners are also undergoing training for the benefit of blind athletes requiring their assistance.  

The performance of the Campers, so far provides us sufficient reason to hope that they will leave no stone unturned to attain the required qualifying standards for the London Paralympics.

Visitors:

Mr. Peter Thorne, Vice President, IBSA Power Lifting, United Kingdom, visited the Association in the month of February 2012.  He was accompanied by Mr. Subrata Dutta, General Secretary, Asian and Indian Powerlifting.  The visit facilitated useful exchange of views and experiences and provided further impetus to promoting power lifting among the visually impaired in a systematic manner in the country.  The visit has also helped in improving the prospects of participation of one of the Association’s Power Lifters at the upcoming 10th Annual IBSA World Bench Press & Power lifting Championship 2012 in U.S.A.
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